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criticising the conduct of the Viceroy and the
Commander-in-Ghief.
i
Before   we    pass   on    to    consider    this
Minute, we shall perhaps do well to know
something of the facts about the Campaign
and the views of the Majority Report.
**The Mesopotamian Expedition," as the
Commission pointed out, "originated in a
Minute by General Barrow, Military Secretary
at the India Office, to the Secretary of State
for India, dated September 26, 1914, sug-
gesting that a force should be sent from
India to occupy Basra in the event of Turkey
joining in the War. The advantages of such
an expedition were stated by General Barrow
to be that it would checkmate Turkish intrigues
and demonstrate our ability to strike; it would
encourage the Arabs to rally to us; it would
safeguard Egypt, for, without Arab support a
Turkish invasion of Egypt was impossible; and
it would effectually protect the oil installations
at Abadan, in which the Admiralty had a
large interest***
The expedition, it must be understood at
the outset, was to be conducted by the Indian